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DURING THE MEETING, LITHUANIAN
FOUNDATION 2023 ACTIVITY REPORTS
WILL BE PRESENTED AND LF BOARD
ELECTIONS WILL BE HELD.

ELECTIONS WILL BE HELD
FOR 5 (FIVE) BOARD MEMBERS.

WE STRONGLY ENCOURAGE ALL MEMBERS
TO VOTE THEIR PROXIES VIA THE INTERNET.
YOU MAY ALSO VOTE BY MAIL AND

IN PERSON DURING THE ANNUAL MEETING.

PLEASE READ THEIR BIOS AND GET
FAMILIAR WITH THE NOMINATED CANDIDATES.

o

Liepsna

ALL LF MEMBERS

WILL RECEIVE “LIEPSNA"

WHICH CONTAINS

THE LITHUANIAN FOUNDATION'S
2023 ANNUAL REPORT.

THE REPORT CAN ALSO

BE FOUND

ON THE LF WEBSITE
WWW.LITHUANIANFOUNDATION.ORG
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J Lietuviy Fonda jstojau 2015 metais
ir netrukus aktyviai jsitraukiau j LF Pelno
skirstymo komisijos Stipendijy pakomisés
darba, kurio nare buvau iki 2019 m. 2018
m. buvau pakviesta j Lietuviy Fondo val-
dybg, kurios nare esu iki Siolei.

Nuo 2018 m. dirbu Lietuvos Respu-
blikos generaliniame konsulate Cika-
goje, kur esu atsakinga uz kultdrinés
diplomatijos programy jgyvendinima.
DZiaugiuosi galimybe bendradarbiauti
su JAV Lietuviy Bendruomenés orga-
nizacijomis ir kdréjais bei kartu organ-
ziuoti Lietuvos valstybiniy sukakciy mi-
néjimus, lietuviy meno kolektyvy pasirodymus, menininky
karybos pristatymus tarptautinése parodose ir festivaliuo-
se Cikagoje ir rengti kitus projektus garsinancius Lietuvos
vardg bei JAV LB indelj Cikagoje.

Anksciau dirbau Cikagos savivaldybés jsteigtoje tarptauti-
néje susigiminiavusiy miesty organizacijoje programy vadove,
kur bendradarbiavau su Vilniaus ir kity pasaulio miesty savi-
valdybémis, valstybiy diplomatinémis atstovybémis ir tarp-
tautinémis organizacijomis. 2014 m. gavau Lietuvos uZsienio
reikaly ministro padekg uz aktyvia veikla, bendradarbiavima ir
asmeninj indélj planuojant bei jgyvendinant Lietuvg garsinan-
Cias iniciatyvas Cikagoje. Esu baigusi meno istorijos studijas,
tad Lietuvos kulttros klausimai man yra ypaE artimi. Palaikau
rysms su Lietuvos meno kdrejais ir muziejais, aktyV|a| domiuo-
si iSeivijos daile. Siuo metu dalyvaUJu XX amziaus Cikagos lie-
tuviy menininky parodos organizavime.

Manau, kad Lietuviy Fondas atlieka gyvybiskai svarbig mi-
sijg iSsaugant lietuvybe globaliame pasaulyje. Kandidatuoju j
LF tarybg, nes noriu aktyviau jsitraukti j Fondo darba - padeti
stiprinti rySius su Fondo rémeéjais, plésti Fondo nariy rata ir
ugdyti nauja Fondo nariy karta. Tikiu, kad savo profesine ir
visuomenine patirtimi galiu prisideti prie Fondo veiklos, puo-
seléjant lietuviska tapatybe.

Man buvo didelé garbé dirbti Lietuviy
Fondo taryboje. Praéjusios kadencijos metu
pirmininkavau LF Plétros komitetui ir prisi-
déjau prie Fondo plétros bei stipraus ir sta-
bilaus organizacijos jvaizdZio formavimo.
Tuo tikslu buvau jsitraukes j naujo darbuo-
tojo, kuris daugiausia démesio skirs komu-
nikacijai ir plétrai, paieSkas. Noriu ir toliau
dirbti, kad Fondas augty ir islikty ateinan-
¢ioms kartoms.

Nuo maZens buvau aktyvus JAV Lietuviy
Bendruomenés narys, o ir Siuo metu daug lai-
ko skiriu lietuvybés puoseléjimui. Du kartus
buvau pakviestas j Siaures Amerikos lietuviy
tautiniy Sokiy Svenciy organizacinj komiteta. 2016 m. Baltimore,
MD vykusios XV Sokiy Sventés metu éjau finansy direktoriaus, o
2022 metais Filadelfijoje, PA vykusios XVI Sokiy Sventes metu -
teisinio pataréjo ir finansy direktoriaus pareigas. Siuo metu esu

| became a member of the Lithuanian Foundation in
2015 and shortly after joined the LF Scholarships Sub-
committee. In 2018, | joined the LF Executive Committee,
where | am still active. As a member of these groups, | have
learned about the work of the Lithuanian Foundation and
have seen its impact on the lives of Lithuanian youth.

In my professional career, | have been leading the cul-
tural diplomacy initiatives at the Consulate General of the
Republic of Lithuania in Chicago since 2018. | am honored
to work closely with the Lithuanian-American Communi-
ty in orchestrating national commemoration events, per-
formances by Lithuanian groups, presentations of artists’
work at international exhibitions and festivals in Chicago,
and many other projects promoting Lithuania and the con-
tributions of the Lithuanian community in Chicago.

Before that, | was Senior Manager of International
Programs at World Business Chicago / Chicago Sister Cit-
ies International, a non-profit organization established
by the City of Chicago. | enjoy building partnerships and
have managed numerous successful programs between
Chicago and its sister city - Vilnius, as well as municipali-
ties of other cities around the world. In 2014, | was hon-
ored with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Lithuania’s
acknowledgment for strengthening the sister city ties
between Vilnius and Chicago and promoting Lithuania in
Chicago. As an Art History graduate student, | am pas-
sionate about Lithuanian art, maintaining ties between
Lithuanian artists and museums, and actively engaging
with Lithuanian diaspora art. Currently, together with a
team of experts, | am working on an exhibition of 20th
Century Lithuanian migrant artists in Chicago.

| strongly believe that my professional experience ben-
efits the Lithuanian Foundation and submit my candidacy
for the LF Board of Directors. My goal is to actively affect
and fortify the ties among the Foundation’s supporters,
expand the circle of members, and help nurture a new gen-
eration of Lithuanian Foundation members.

It has been an honor to serve on the Lithuanian
Foundation Board of Directors, and | would be grateful
for the opportunity to serve another term. During my
tenure, | have chaired the Development Committee and
assisted with efforts to expand the Foundation’s out-
reach capabilities, including the hiring of a new staff
member to focus on communications and development.
I hope to continue these efforts to grow the Foundation
for future generations.

Since | was a child, | have been an active member
of the Lithuanian-American Community. | have been
most involved with lietuvybé through the Lithuanian
Folk Dance Festivals (Sokiy Sventés). In 2016, | was
the Finance Director for the XV Lithuanian Folk Dance
Festival in Baltimore. In 2022, | served as the Finance
Director and Legal Advisor for the XVI Dance Festival in
Philadelphia. | am currently the President of the Lithu-
anian-American Community’s Washington, D.C. Chapter
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JAV LB KV Pietryciy apygardos Vasingtono apylinkés pirminin-
kas ir JAV LB KV Visuomeniniy reikaly tarybos narys.

Lietuviy Fondo nariu tapau 2016 m. Fondo naré yra mano
mama lzabelé Lauckaité-Howes, nariais buvo ir mano seneliai
Juozas ir lzabelé Lauckos. AS pats asmenisSkai pasinaudojau
Lietuviy Fondo dosnumu - bidamas teises studentu du kartus
gavau Vinco Klovos vardine stipendija, tad dabar savo darbu
noriu atsilyginti ir padéti Fondui toliau augti ir klestéti.

Esu teisininkas. 2015 m. Amerikos universiteto VVaSingtono
teises koledze (WCL) apsigyniau teisés moksly daktaro laipsn;.
Politikos moksly, ispany kalbos ir literattros bakalauro laipsnj
jgijau Fordham universitete (Bronx, NY). Siuo metu dirbu vy-
resniuoju vyriausybés reikaly direktoriumi ir Konkurenciniy
vezéjy asociacijos (CCA) Vasingtone teisés akty leidybos pata-
réju. Konsultuoju keliy milijardy doleriy vertés jmones, kurios
kuria ir eksploatuoja belaidZius tinklus. Taip pat esu dirbes JAV
Kongrese kongreso narés Marcy Kaptur pataréju.

Lietuviy Fondas man yra svarbus, todel kandidatuoju j LF
taryba. Biciau dékingas uZ galimybe dirbti joje dar vieng ka-
dencija.

) Lietuviy Fonda jstojau 1976 metais, kai baigiau uni-
versiteta ir pradéjau dirbti. Esu baigusi chemijos ir teises
studijas. Dirbau advokate, verslo lydere, moksli-
ninke jvairiose bendrovese ir profesore Kendall
kolegijoje, o Siuo metu dirbu advokaty kontoroje
,Boodell & Domanskis, LLC".

Lietuviy bendruomeneéje aktyviai dirbau nuo
vaikystés. Esu baigusi lituanistine mokykla, So-
kau lietuviy tautinius Sokius su ,Korp! Neo-Li-
thuania” Sokiy grupe, mokytojavau S. Dariaus
ir S. Gireno lituanistinéje mokykloje, buvau
Maironio lituanistinés mokyklos tévy komiteto
nare ir pirmininke. .

Augant sunui, nemaZzai prisidejau prie Cikagos
lietuviSkojo jaunimo veiklos lituanistinéje moky-
kloje, sporto komandose ir jary skauty veikloje.

Jau vienuolikti metai esu LF tarybos naré. Tris
metus éjau Fondo tarybos pirmininkés pareigas.
Pastaruosius du metus einu LF valdybos pirmininkés parei-
gas. Mano patyrimas teisinéje srityje padeda stiprinti Fondo
savivaldos principus.

LF remia lietuviSkas organizacijas, be kuriy lietuvis-
ka diasporos bendruomené, ypat Amerikoje, neislikty.
Si bendruomené mums, lietuviams, ypat jaunajai kartai,
suteikia proga susitikti, draugauti ir suprasti, kg reiSkia
bati lietuviu Amerikoje. Prazati amerikietiSkajame ,tauty
katile” labai lengva, todél mums ypac svarbu, kad misy
vaikai islaikyty lietuviSka tapatybe, kad jie didZiuotysi
esg Amerikos lietuviais ir kad perduoty musy kultdros
pavelda ateinanioms kartoms.

Manau, kad mano verslo ir teisiné patirtis gali padeti
pagerinti LF valdyma ir parengti strategijas, kurios galéty
padaryti LF labiau patraukly ir padety jtrauktij organizaci-
ja daugiau naujy Amerikos lietuviy bendruomeneés nariu.
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and a member of the Lithuanian-American Community's
Public Affairs Committee.

| became a member of the Lithuanian Foundation in
2016. My mother, Izabelé Lauckaité-Howes, is a member
of the Lithuanian Foundation as well as my grandparents,
Juozas and Izabelé Laucka. | benefited from the Lithua-
nian Foundation’s generosity twice, when | received the
Vincas Klova scholarship while in law school. | want to
continue giving back.

As a lawyer, currently | am advising multi-billion dollar
companies that build and operate wireless networks in my
role as Senior Director of Government Affairs and Legisla-
tive Counsel for the Competitive Carriers Association (CCA)
in Washington, D.C. | have also worked in the U.S. Congress
as Counsel for Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur.

| received my Juris Doctorate in 2015 from American
University, Washington College of Law (WCL). | received
my undergraduate degree in Political Science and Span-
ish Language and literature from Fordham University in
the Bronx, New York.

rs

| joined the Lithuanian Foundation when | started my pro-

fessional career after graduate school. | have worked as a

strategic business leader, attorney, adjunct professor,
and scientist in several corporations. Presently, | am a
Member of the law firm of Boodell & Domanskis, LLC.

Since childhood, | have been active in the Lithua-
nian community. | graduated from Lithuanian school
in Chicago, danced Lithuanian folk dances with the
“Korp! Neo-Lithuania” dance group, and have taught
for several years at the Darius & Girénas Lithuanian
school. | was also a member of the Lithuanian Human
Social Services Council of the USA and President of
the Maironis Lithuanian School Parents Association.
A Lithuanian girl scout since childhood, | remained
active while my son participated in Lithuanian Sea
Scouts.

| have been a member of the Board of Directors of
the Lithuanian Foundation for the last 11 years and
Chairperson of the Board for 3 years. Currently, | have the ple-
asure of serving as President of the LF Executive Committee.

One of the most important aspects of the Lithuanian Foun-
dation is financial support of other Lithuanian organizations.
Without it, some programs would not be available. These days,
while Lithuanians are more assimilated into local communities
and culture than ever before, it is easy to get lost in the “mel-
ting pot.” Therefore, it is crucial to continue creating oppor-
tunities for our children to develop their Lithuanian identity,
so they can be proud Lithuanian-Americans and pass on our
cultural heritage.

| believe my unique business and legal experience can help
improve LF governance and develop outreach strategies that
could make the Lithuanian Foundation more inclusive and
attract new members and greater participation from the Li-
thuanian-American community at large.
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LietuviSko paveldo iSsaugojimas - didelé visy
misy, gyvenantiy iSeivijoje, uzduotis. Organizaci-
jos, mokyklos, lietuviski centrai - tai tik maza da-
lis organizacijy, kurioms labai svarbus lietuvybes
testinumas iSeivijoje. Visos organizacijos daug
dirba, mégindamos save issilaikyti, deja, jy galimy-
bés nedidelés, ir joms visoms reikalinga finansine
pagalba. Lietuviy Fondas buvo, yra ir toliau iSliks
paramos tiekéju, prisidés prie lietuvybeés iSlaikymo
iSeivijoje.

Kai pamatau, kiek Lietuviy Fondas daro lietuvy-
bés labui, tai ir pats asmeniskai noriu prisidéti prie
LF darby. Badamas LF nariy, jsijungiau j LF darbuo-
tojy gretas: buvau iSrinktas j Kontrolés komiteta,

Preservation of the Lithuanian heritage is a
large task for all of Lithuanian diaspora. Lithuanian
organizations, Lithuanian centers, and schools,
just to name a few, work toward the preservation
of Lithuanian culture for current and future gen-
erations. These organizations work tirelessly to
sustain themselves, but due to various constraints
they need financial support.

When | saw how much it was doing on behalf
of preserving Lithuanian heritage, | was inspired
to volunteer for the Lithuanian Foundation and
see what | could contribute to the organization
myself. | was elected to the Internal Audit Com-
mittee, later as a Board member, then Chairman

véliau tapau LF tarybos nariu, Fondo tarybos pirmininku ir dvi kadenci-
jas éjau LF vaIdybos pirmininko pareigas. Siuo metu esu LF Pelno skirs-

tymo komisijos ir Plétros komiteto narys.

Matau, kaip svarbu, kad LF toliau augty, stipréty. Zidrédami j ateitj
matome, jog svarbu ne tik iSlaikyti lietuvybe, kultdrine bei bendruo-
menine veiklag. Mums svarbu, kas tes musy darbus. Todél pagrindinis
mano rapestis - uztikrinti lietuviSkos veiklos testinuma ateinancioms
kartoms. Tad ir mano visuomeniné veikla yra skirta padéti batent toms

organizacijoms, kurios, as tikiu, galés tuo pasirdpinti.

LF, mano jsitikinimu, yra stipri organizacija, kuriai rdpi lietuviska
veikla, todél teigiamai vertinu Fondo ateitj. Turiu pakankamai noro ir

energijos toliau dirbti LF ir jj stiprinti.

Nuo jaunystés dieny aktyviai dalyvauju
lietuviskoje veikloje ir per 30 mety esu Lie-
tuviy Fondo naré. Su vyru Aru uzauginome
tris veiklias lietuvaites. Esu vadovavusi dau-
gybei lietuvisky organizacijy ir giliai vertinu
Lietuviy Fondo poveikj jy klestéjimui.

Man teko dirbti ir vadovauti ne vienai
lietuviSkai organizacijai: buvau Cikagos
lietuviy jaunimo sajungos pirmininke, Lie-
tuviy Fondo kontroles komisijos nare, pri-
klausiau Lietuviy Fondo valdybai, vado-
vavau Montessori mokykleles Ziburélis"
tévy komitetui ir éjau Siaurés Amerikos
Ateitininky valdybos sekretorés pare|gas

Siuo metu dalnu01u lietuviy meno ansamblyje ,Dainava” ir
esu Sios organizacijos valdybos pirmininké. Taip pat esu ,Sau-
lutés” organizacijos valdybos nareé ir teisiné patareja.

Tikiuosi kad mano profesiné kaip advokatés patirtis ir visuo-
menine veikla Lietuviy Fonde ir kitose organizacijose duoda
naudinga jZvalga LF tarybai. Pritariu Lietuviy Fondo siekiams
puoseléti ir iSsaugoti lietuviSka pavelda.

Trijy mety kadencijai besibaigiant, vél kandidatuoju j Lie-
tuviy Fondo taryba ir dziaugiuosi galimybe toliau prisideti
prie jos veiklos.

14911 127 th St., Lemont, IL 60439 ¢ 630-257-1616 ¢ admin@lithfund.org

of the Board, and eventually served two terms
as President of the Lithuanian Foundation Exe-
cutive Committee. Currently, | serve on the
Grants and Development Committee.

| care deeply about what the Lithuanian Foun-
dation has done in the past sixty-plus years and
in the same vein, feel passionate about its fu-
ture. | would like to continue volunteering for
such an important organization and to continue
strengthening it, because the Lithuanian Foun-
dation is instrumental in helping preserve Lithu-
anian culture.

| have been active in the Lithuanian community since my
youth and have been a member of the Lithuanian Foundation
for over 30 years. My husband Aras and | have raised three
daughters who are active in the Lithuanian community, too.

| have served in leadership roles in various Lithuanian
organizations and deeply value the impact that the Lith-
uanian Foundation has had on their success. My previous
roles include: President of the Chicago chapter of the Lith-
uanian Youth Association; the Lithuanian Foundation Audit
Committee; the Lithuanian Foundation Executive Commit-
tee; President of the “Ziburélis” Montessori School Parents’
Association; and Secretary to the Executive Committee of
Ateitis, a Lithuanian Catholic Federation.

| currently sing with the Lithuanian Choral Ensemble
“Dainava” and serve as its Executive Committee President.
I am also a member of the Executive Committee of the Sun-
light Orphan Aid for Lithuania and act as the organization’s
legal advisor.

| believe that my professional experience as an attorney,
as well as my experience with the Lithuanian Foundation and
other organizations, will provide invaluable insights to the LF
Board of Directors. | share the Lithuanian Foundation’s mis-
sion of cultivating Lithuanian heritage and welcome the op-
portunity to serve on the Board of Directors.
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